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Ausgangslage

Das Basic Module I, bestehend aus dem zweiteiligen
Seminar ,Introduction to Medieval English Studies”
ist ein Pflichtmodul fir Studierende des Bachelor-
Studiengangs Anglistik und Amerikanistik. Seit tuber
zehn Jahren werden die Lerninhalte, die in der
Prasenzveranstaltung besprochen werden, durch
einen von Institutsmitarbeitern erstellten Reader
vermittelt. Durch die Lehrveranstaltung sowie den
Reader werden die Studierenden in die Geschichte
und Literatur des englischen Mittelalters sowie
Grundlagen der historischen Linguistik eingefiihrt.
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UNIT - |

@l Unit 01. The History of the English Language: a Crash Course H

ig Unit 1: Keywords H

a glossary containing the most important keywords of unit 1

TESTS & TASKS - |
ﬁ Review questions to unit 1 H

# Task: The Lord's Prayer H

Compare the different versions of the Lord's Prayer (as seen in unit 1.2) and find differences!

FEEDBACK - |

e. User feedback: unit 1 H

Sie haben an dieser Umfrage noch nicht teilgenommen

Ziele und Zielgruppen

Das ILIAS-Modul richtet sich primar an Studierende
Im ersten Studienjahr, die das Basic Module |
belegen und beabsichtigen, dieses im Sommer-
semester mit einer Abschlussprufung zu beenden.
Hierbei handelt es sich hauptsachlich um
Studierende, die uber geringflgiges Wissen zum
englischen Mittelalter verfigen und somit mit
vielen neuen Themen konfrontiert werden. Das
Modul soll jedoch auch fortgeschrittenen
Studierenden, die Intermediate- bzw. Advanced-
Seminare zur alt- oder mittel-englischen Literatur
und Sprache belegen, als Moglichkeit zum Nach-
schlagen und Auffrischen ihres Wissens dienen.

¢ Review questions to unit 9

Frage 3 von 7 - ME period - events (units 8+9)

Durch das Projekt sollen die Inhalte des Readers
einerseits inhaltlich sowie strukturell tberarbeitet,
andererseits durch neues Anschauungsmaterial
erweitert werden. Zudem sollen vielfiltige Ubungs-
und Testmoglichkeiten Studierende verschiedener
Lerntypen und -niveaus bei der Kurs- und
Prifungsvorbereitung helfen.

Umsetzung

Nachdem zunachst die Inhalte des Readers in einen
ILIAS-Lernraum ubertragen wurden, wurden diese
inhaltlich  Uberarbeitet und durch  weitere
Anschauungsmaterialien erweitert. Bei der Kiirzung
und Umschreibung einzelner Texte wurde
besonders  darauf geachtet, dass relevante
Informationen nicht nur verstandlich, sondern als
solche erkennbar sind. Nach der inhaltlichen und
strukturellen Uberarbeitung wurde ein Fragenpool
zu allen priufungsrelevanten Themen angelegt, der
zunachst auf die einzelnen Units verteilt und
zusatzlich thematisch eingeteilt wurde. Durch diese
review questions, die aus verschiedenen Fragetypen
bestehen, sollen die Studierenden sich auf das
Seminar sowie die Abschlussprifung vorbereiten
konnen. Zusatzlich  wurden ein Glossar mit
unbekannten und wichtigen Begriffen sowie eine
Bibliographie zum Zwecke weiterer Recherchen
angelegt.

Ergebnisse und Ausblick

Da das Projekt im Mai 2016 online gehen wird
connte noch keine Evaluation durchgefuhrt werden.
Der Lernraum soll den Studierenden jedoch im
Sommersemester zur Prifungsvorbereitung zur
Verflugung stehen. Im Mai 2016 beginnt zudem das
Folgeprojekt, in dem der Reader fur den zweiten
Modulteil in einem Lernraum eingebettet wird.
Ferner ist geplant, die Abschlussklausur des Basic
Module | bis zum Sommersemester 2017 auf eine

% Review questions to unit 11
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Assign the following events of the Middle English period to the correct dates!
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7.3 King Athelred (978-1016) and the return of the Vikings

Internal conflicts over succession

King Edgar died in 975, his reign being highly praised in the respective entry of the A

nglo-Saxon Chronicle. What followed were first some years of

domestic conflicts over his succession, and then a nation-wide threat in the form of new Viking raids. When Edgar died, there were two possible
successors at hand: Edward, his 16 year old son by his first wife, and his son &£thelred, aged 11, by his second wife Zlfthryth. Edward was

supported by a party led by the most influential reformer, Archbishop Dunstan. £thelred was favoured by what may be called an anti-reform party

led by £thelred's own mother, &lfthryth, and by Zlfhere, the ealdorman of Mercia. When Edward was finally chosen, there were anti-monastic
reactions in Mercia: monks were driven out of their monasteries and local magnates tried to get back what they had lost by Edgar's pro-monastic
policy. As a climax of this period of domestic conflicts, Edward was killed in 978 at a place owned by ZElfthryth, so that the &£thelred party was

strongly suspected to have been involved in the murder.

Athelred (978-1016)

Under such unfavourable circumstances, then, £thelred became king in 978. His very long reign (978-1016) is usually regarded as an unlucky one,
to say the least. Athelred had to cope with massive Viking raids, paying large amounts of tribute, as well as with treachery and, as his nickname

Unraed (un-counsel, no-counsel) suggests, with wrong counsellors.

Renewed Viking attacks

Soon after £thelred's succession there were new Viking raids in
England. Between 980 and 983, places along the south coast and in
Cheshire at the west coast were attacked unexpectedly, and the
English obviously did not offer resistance. The next series of attacks
to be recorded in the chronicles followed in 988 and was launched
against south-western shires. These attacks had been supported
from Viking bases in Normandy, and &thelred tried to prevent such
a support by concluding a treaty with duke Richard Il of Normandy
in 991. Later, in 1002, &thelred intensified Anglo-Norman relations
by marrying Richard's sister Emma.

The Battle of Maldon 9981

The Viking raids, however, did not stop. In 991, a larger Danish army
more systematically ravaged along the south-west coast from Essex '
to Hampshire. The heroic poem The Battle of Maldon praises the
resolute, loyal, but futile resistance of ealdorman Byrhtnoth and his
men against the raiders. As a result of the 991 raids, the Vikings
were paid off, a treaty was signed and the Danes were given
provisions and a tribute of 10,000 pounds of gold and silver. In
return they promised to keep peace and even to support the
English against other Viking raiders. This treaty, however, as well as
many others, was broken, or was simply neglected by other groups
of Scandinavian raiders. The following two decades, therefore, saw
ever new raids of Vikings, ever new English defeats, and ever
increasing sums of money to be paid.

THE ATTACKS ON AETHELRED 'S BRITAIN
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A map showing the Viking attacks during /£thelred’s reign @

Raids and tribute

The same Olaf Tryggvason who had concluded the peace treaty of 991 raided in Eng

land again in 994 and was accompanied by Swein Forkbeard,

who was the son of the king of Denmark. In the end, their troops as well as others were again paid off by even higher tributes. Between 991 and
1014, the English paid the enormous sum of £ 155,000 to various leaders of invading armies. In view of an almaost entire lack of military defence,

King /&thelred's unsuccessful policy to cope with the invasions led him to take despe

rate means against his aristocratic warriors and countrymen.

In 1002, for example, £thelred ordered all Danes living in England to be killed. This was mere revenge, because many of the Danes slain had been

peacefully living in England for more than a generation.

Text 10: The Battle of Maldon

Byrhtnod mapelode;  bord hafenode,
wand wacne asc,  wordum maelde

yrre and anraed,  ageaf him andsware:
‘Gehyrst pu, slida, hweet pis folc seged?
Hi willad eow to gafole  garas syllan,
ettrynne ord  and ealde swurd,

pa heregeatu pe eow &t hilde ne deah.
Brimmanna boda, abeod eft ongean,
sege pinum leodum  miccle lapre spell:
paet her styntunforcud  eorl mid his werade, that here stands, with his troop,
pe wile gealgean epel pysne, who will defend his native land,
Zpelredes eard, ealdres mines, the country of £thelred, my lord
folcand foldan.  Feallan sceolon
hapene &t hilde.  To heanlic me pinced
paet ge mid urum sceattum  to scype gangon that you should go to your ships
unbefohtene nu ge pus feor hider without a fight now that you hav
onurne eard  in becomon. here into our land.

Ne sceole ge swa softe  sinc gegangan: You shall not get treasure so eas
uc sceal ord and ecg  ar geseman,

grim gudplega, ar we gofol syllon.’ the fierce game of battle, before

Byrthnoth made a speech; he lifted his shield,
shook his slender ash spear, spoke forth with words
angry and resolute, and gave him an answer:

‘Do you hear, seafarer, what this army says?

They will give you spears as tribute,

the poisoned spear-tip and ancient swords,

that war-gear that will not be of use to you in battle.
Messenger of the seamen, report back again,

tell your people a much more hateful message:

an earl of untainted reputation,

's

people and ground. The heathens
will fall in battle. It seems too shameful to me

with our tribute
e come this far

ily:

weapon-tip and edge shall arbitrate between us first,

we give you tribute.’

The historical Battle of Maldon ended with the victory of the Vikings, which is also described in the poem. Why does the poem still celebrate
ealdorman Byrhtnod, despite the defeat of his troops and his own death? Read the excerpt above to find an answer to this question.

Treachery among the English

One important reason for the English defeat was treachery, as may well be demonstrated by the loss of their fleet in 1009. The English had tried to
take advantage of the peace between 1007 and 1009 by having a fleet built in order to offer the Vikings resistance on sea. A large fleet was finished

in 1009, but a certain Wulfnoth defected with twenty ships and ravaged along the south coast. He was attacked with eighty ships, but most of
these were lost in a storm and later burnt by Wulfnoth. Thus, the largest part of the new fleet had been destroyed before it ever came in contact
with the Vikings. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle reports time and time again about similar treachery of nobles who deserted the king and his armies,

evidently because of the king's ‘bad rule’. Poor political decisions were taken, like tha
treachery like that of Wulfnoth that led to the loss of the English fleet in 1009, or like

t of the massacre of Danish people in 1002; there was
that of an ealdorman named Zlfric in 1003 who was

supposed to lead an English army, but pretended to be sick when his army faced the Danes; and there were many occasions when the English
were too slow to offer organised resistance. On the other hand, the fact that enormous amounts of money paid as tribute could be raised again
and again, reveals a well-working system of English tax collection, even after two decades of massive Danish attacks. At the same time, it reveals
the wealth which made England so attractive to the Danes and made them change their policy of simply raiding the country and exacting tribute.

Swein's conquest and Ethelred's flight

The Danish King Swein had evidently decided that England was a country worth being conquered. From 1013 onwards, therefaore, he came to rule
the country. Many English were tired of futile resistance, and were prepared to accept Swein as king. On his way south from the narthern Danelaw,

most of England submitted to him, and at the end of the year 1013, £thelred fled to

MNormandy into exile, thus leaving England to Swein who was

then acknowledged as king of all England. Some weeks later, however, Swein died, and while the Danish army was prepared to acknowledge his
son Cnut as king, the English decided to send for £thelred asking him to be their king again, provided that he reigned them more justly than he did

before. The fact that the English magnates imposed conditions on their king in return for their promise of loyalty was in itself extraordinary.
/Zthelred returned to England in 1014. He was able to drive off the unprepared and inexperienced Cnut, but only temporarily. In Denmark, Cnut
prepared a new invasion and returned in 1015. There were new conflicts, with Cnut on the one side, £thelred and his son Edmund on the other,

and at least two influential English noblemen changing sides more than once. When

Athelred died in 1016, Edmund was made king in London; a

majority of the English, however, preferred Cnut and submitted to him. Later that year, Edmund died, and Cnut was finally acknowledged as king

of all England.

The Medieval Archives Podcast features one episode about Zthelred's Viking problem and Swein Forkbeard.

You can access it using this link, or listen to it right here:

Medieval Archives Podcast: Lesson 48 - Sweyn Forkbeard: The Viking King of England
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Remember the definition of Old English heroic poetry and fill in the gaps!

Positionen der Terme zurdcksetzen

Institut fur Anglistik und Amerikanistik, Anglistik |
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